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“If asked for the salt or pepper, pass both together, even if a table mate asks for only 
one of them. This is so dinner guests won’t have to search for orphaned shakers. Set 
any passed item... directly on the table instead of passing hand-to-hand.”

        http://whatscookingamerica.net/Menu/DiningEtiquetteGuide.htm

I intend for the shakers to be used as normal, each with the potential to be 
passed around the table.  Once the shaker has been set down on the table, a 
switch will engage or have been pressed activating its travel. The shakers will 
then either migrate towards each other or upon a base type station.  I plan to do 
this by embedding an output device in the pepper shaker and incorporate the 
corresponding sensor in the salt shaker.  When moving, the shaker(s) will try to move 
straight towards each other, but they must navigate around the existing landscape 
of the table, avoiding plates, glasses, platters, people, etc.  Every time both switches 
are engaged, the moving shaker should switch the one that was last stationary.  
Once the two are within inches of each other, and embedded magnet will pull the 
two together to complete the process, at which point the switch is deactivated.

Rolling Salt and Pepper Shakers- The bird shakers have a wind up knob like a toy car 
that drives the wheels. The shakers of either variety roll from on person to the next 
however, the topography of the table is not at all considered.

        Bird Shakers - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JqxPqINIQOo
        Boogie Woogie Shakers - http://www.menu.as/en/collection/news/4423639

Inter-shaker communication done 
with either IR sensor or sound 
signals (echolocation).

Movement activated by a switch 
that will engage a DC motor 
in a  horizontal pulley to cause 
movement .
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Salt and pepper shakers are naturally seen as a couple; they are sold, stored, and 
typically used as a pair.  However, most salt and pepper shakers live as two identical 
or complementary but physically disconnected objects.  I would like to explore the 
potential interaction between the two autonomous objects.
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